women with children, as are affordable quality child-care services (Kammerman, 1983) . Darity and Myers (1983) , in noting the data on incarceration and reduced life expectancy of African-American men suggest that African-American women understand the inevitability of living in a female-headed household due to the shortage of African-American men.
With that increased probability comes the potential for poverty. The works of Kessler and Essex (1982) , McAdoo (1983) , and Weitzman (1981) identified the relationship between economic role strain and poverty. Darity and Myers's (1984) research suggests that those African-American women most susceptible to poverty fall in the age range of 21 to 29. While one in five children has a living, absent parent, few of these absent parents provide financial support for their offspring. The economic responsibility for these children is the custodial parent, usually the mother (Oellerich and Garfinkel, 1983) .
Given these status issues and role responsibilities of AfricanAmerican mothers, the following question is raised: How do AfricanAmerican women, who are more likely to experience economic deprivation, effectively raise children and manage households? The literature on African-American families outlines the tradition of utilizing a system of informal networks. These include extended families (Billingsley, 1968; Hatchett and Jackson, 1983) , friends (McCray, 1980) , husbands (Hampton, 1982; McAdoo, 1981) , and religious communities (Taylor and Chatters, 1984) .
Using the existing knowledge of traditional strategies used by African-American women, Goode (1960: 483) Those with lower incomes were also more likely to report economic role strain. Women with supportive current partners were also less likely to report economic role strain than those without supportive current partners. (Gecas, 1979) and as having little utility for the study of African-American families (Jackson et al., 1982) . The inclusion of a measure of household income in this investigation was related to the distinctions found among AfricanAmerican mothers with varying liquid financial resources. Household income, then, was operationalized as the total annual income of a respondent's household from all sources.
4. It must be noted that the utilization of an ordinary least squares regression technique with a dichotomous dependent variable requires that a cautious interpretation of results be made. Rather than identifying the impact of a unit change in the independent variable on the dependent variable, the procedure produces the impact of the unit change in the independent variable on the probability of the presence of the dependent variable (Fox, 1984 
